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PUBLISHERS ANNOUNUCEMENT.

surrnesestany readers inoall the varied Hnes of instrues
ton art acknowledged to be an important part of the school
equigsnent. Through them the pupit's reading is made 30
prepaure him for hus studbies and 1o contribut directly to
their enhanced value and interest. The text-book in geog-
raphy can give hittle more than the essential outhne; i
cannot go into the detasls of the evervday hfe of the in-
habitunts of Caba or of New Zealund — such details as
make peopie and places real,  The sehool history can give
seant spuce te the phyvsieal aspect of o country, o the
surrcundings  that ofluence a nation's developaent, yet
without such knowledge the study lacks 1tz true busis. In
one way or ancther one constautly finds need of kuowing
the world and its people.

Under thes title of “The World and its People ™ the pub-
lishers are offering a series of readers imntended particularly
to supplement the geography, and, in general, 1o contribute

to the broadest education of yvoung people.  Qur near neigh-

2154

bors, our antipodes, and the peoples that live between thes
extremes are studied in turn, so that the series as a whoie
gives a comprehensive view of the world in its geographical
aspect.

The commercial and industrial side of each conntry ~-

that element which constitutes so lavge a part of the Lve

4
b



4 PUBLISHERS ANNOUNCEMENT.

interest and practical value of geographieal study — has
been given deserved attention througheut the series.

The series has been carefully developed and graded from
the *First Lessons,” for the child who is just beginning
to rvead, 1o the later books, which are not too elementary
for the more mature high school student.  Not only in
schools, but In general libraries, in the favor of parents as
well as of children, these books are making a notable place
for themselves,

The first eight volumes profited by the editonial super-
vision of the late Larkin Dunton, LL.D., head master of
the Boston Normal School, whe was preéminently guah-
fied for the task.

The several volumes are prepared by writers of literary
ability, thoroughly nformed on their subjects; and the
effort has been to make them accurate, instroctive, and
always interesting. No pains have been spared to make
the illustrations an attractive and valuable feature of each
book. By reason of its progressive plan and judiciows
grading, its edueative gualities and 1ts appeal to the mier
est, it is believed that this series iz proving an aid to
teachers and an inspiration to pupils, making for the
entarged intelligence and culture of all young people who

read these volumes.

SILYER, BURDETT AND COMPANY.



PREFACE.

Drwino a briel period of time, now regarded as
forming an epoch in American history, Porto Rico
e e prominence ag an inportant section of the
sland-world.  Although it lies nearer to the United
States than 1o any other of the great republies or
empires of the globe, it was comparatively unknown
to the American people.  We knew its location, but
not its phvsical features: its people. but not their
domeste dife. therr daily tasks and pursuits,  We
regurded this fertile slund as permanently allied with
a luropean power. with no thought of possessing it
ourselves.  We had come to think of this Republic of
curs as alwayvs o be confined within continental boun-
daties. and not ui all likely to embrace in her territery
insalar lands.

Five vears ago our acquaintance with Porto Rico
was of that general character as now marks our knowl-
edee of Madaguscar, Suwmatra, or Borneo; 1t lacked
definite detail.

Great events in current history, especially the con-
guest of arms on land and sea, necessitating changes in
the map of the world, awaken a desire for more specifie
information regarding those portions of the globe where
historie events have ocearred and conguests have been
made. I, as Mr. Webster once said, ** Knowledge is
the great sun in the firmament.” then knowledge must
be precise, accurate, and, 1n & measure, technieal.

o



G PRECACT

The transfer of Porto Hieo from the comtrol of Spaus
to that of the United States was the stenal for aowi
and reliabiv anior -

spread, popular desive for thoroug
mation regarding a portion of the globe which bad s
unexpectedly pussed oo new hands,

This book has been witten o youny propic, and s
designed to broaden thelr seguaintance with Porto
Rican life.  The account i goen from the point of
view of one approaching the isiand. entering iU at one
of 1ts open gatewnys, and fonicing for the hrst taae
upon its fascinaling scenerv, ity Lusy sivecis s el
eccupations.  An earlier voluwme i this serics, = Thie
Story of the Philippiues.” tells of centuries of warfare.
of struggles for independence ; but Porto Rico has no
prolonged and varied history. no exeiting historical
periods.  For this reason but little space is given in
this book to the annals of the past.  The writer’s aim
has been to picture the lsland as it is to-day, with its
face turned toward the fuiure.

Unlike the Philippines, which ure large clusters of
wslands within a vast archipelago, Porto Rico is but
one link in a chain of islands, is al its eastern ex-
tremity, and apart by itsell.

It 1s interesting to note that Porto Rico has an area
five handred square miles less than Hawaii, the largest
island of the group that bears its name, while the area
of all the Hawalian islands is twice that of Porto Rico.
lts smallness, its compactness, and the unity and va-
riety of its products make it an attractive and satis-
factory object of study.

Since the stirring events of 1898, the value of Porto
Rico to the United States has steadily increased. It




PYE

[TEERSEEE R H;ll;i??% apparent hal Poorve Hues preeastheegd
st seehoa briendas the Linted Dlates s prosoang ber
sedl to bes Tae one purpose whieh lins actualed o
govermment bas been adhiered wl vl 1 Hiprote Ly

conditinn of the propies b give thern barger reiurns

for their abor, 1o provide them with belier saniaes
bawse betwer schools, better dweliimes, This Cennpiien
problom the Dnited Siates s wow working o

Porte Bico has oot filed o Ve anpsortant plase i
the hiterature of American travel and pescarch Ly
to the tune when the {fortunes of war s naterialls
changed the status of e isteod, peariy wdl the books
written on the subject wers in Spanish and ssned rom
the presses at Mudrd, The oniv notabig eaveplion i
the vajusbiv work by Colonel George D)0 Fhnter of tie
guneral stadl of Wiy of the Queen of mpans. The
book is i BEnglishe and gives woreliudiie account of 1
= Present State of the Istand of Porte Ko7 0 owas
pubbished o 18340 10 bas been usedl 1o sonn extent.
in the preparation of the present voiwne, The author
hag also tound useful the latest govermment reports.
which are compiled from careful lnvestigations by
United States officials.

It s hoped the reader will make good use of the map
of Porvo Rieo, it being indispensable that in exploring
a pew country frequent reference be made to ity geo-
graphical features.  The Table of Pronunciation should
be of service to the reader in making himsell fumiliar
with Porte Rican proper names, so many of which are
entirely new to him,

J. B &5

Max, U3,
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PORTO RICO:

THE LAND OF THE RICH PORT.

CHAPTER L
THE ISLAND OUTLINES

bowe warn e te snap of the Lnited States and vrace
the casters const downwards from Boston or New York,
we find that i ends with Fiorida, But there 1s more land
bevond,  The peninsuia of Florida points direstly to an
ixiannd which appears, as we look at the map, something
like a fish. with its tail beot towards Scuth America.
1t is ealied Cubu, The nose of the fish extends towards
another istand. shaped like a horse’s head, and known as
Haiti.  The horse’s ears streteh up in the direetion of
Cuba. while the nose 1s almost on a line with a still
smaller island, resembling in shape an ordinary building
brick. This little island, the smallest of these bodies of
land, is Porto Rico.

Let us study the location of Porto Rico a little move
closely. 1f a line should be drawn between Cape Sabls
and the most eastern point of Honduras, and these two
points shounld then be eonnected by straight hnes with
Porto Rico, the island would be the apex of the triangle

14



16 PORTG RICO: THE LAND OF THE RICH PORT.

thus formed.  Porto Rico is washed on its north shore
by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the south by the Carib-
bean Sea, while to the east are the Leeward Islands.

As we glance at the map once more we can see that
the group of islands of which Porte Rico is one is
generally known as the Greater Antilles.  Before Colum-
bus discovered America, many people in Kurope were of
the opinion that if some one would take the trouble to
investigate the matter, a large island would be found in
the Atlantic Ocean, far west of the Azores. No one had
ever reached this island, so far as any Furopean knew,
bt it was spoken of as Antilla.  The word comes from
the Latin ante, meaning in frons of, and énsule, an island,
The name Antilies was afterwards given to some of
the islands on which Columbus first landed. Tn later
times the islands between North and Sounth America
were generallv ealled the Antilles, with the exception of
the group known as the Bahamas.  The four largest of
the slands, Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica, and Porto Rico, are
distinguished as the Greater Antilles, the eroups farther
to the southeast, which embrace twenty-six islands in all,
being kuown as the Lesser Antilles,

I‘he Antiiles form a sort of curved line fwm the en-
trance to the Gulf of Mexico almost fuound:
of the Orinoco Rne1 Porto Rico is at the hrg

Gleﬁ.ter Antﬂies Haiti, its next-door ne}ghhor
._west is: elght tmles as idrge, and (;uba, occuple

‘srze of Porto Rwo ‘We might think from this tha H0;
Rico, is. & smﬂl and insignificant island. It is really:
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1% PORTO RICG: THE LAND OF THE RICH PLRT

and s one of the most lnteresting regions that we bew
anything about.  We shall find it guite worth our white
to visit Porto Rico, and we shall enjoy making acquaint
ance with the plants and animals and people of this
ambitious little istand, just north of the Caribbean Sea.
To reach it we must take a sail of fourteen hundred
miles; if we start from New York, a five days’ vovage,

The island has been compared to various objects
One writer has seen in its shape some likeness 1 ar
ox dressed and ready for market. By oa littie play ol
imagination we ean easily frace the cuthines of a human
profile in the western: coast-line.  The southwestern por
tion, Point Aguila, is the long, square, and prominent
chin. The deep depression forming the harbor of Maya-
guez is the bold mouth, open as if about to speak.
Cape San Francisco is the upturned nose.  The eve is
at Moca, and above it appears the forehead, low and Hat.

The Japanese people are so proud of their beautifn!
mountain Fusiyama, that we can hardly find one of
thelr pictures, even on a fan, that does not show this
snow-topped mountain in the background. The people
of Porto Rico have a mountain of which they are nearly
as proud. It is called EI Yunque; and it is the first
object that attracts the eye as we approach the island
from the north. If the day is clear, we shall probably
catch our first glimpse of picturesque Kl Yunque when
we are still seventy miles from land. As we sail nearer.
we begin to distinguish what appears to be a long strewch
of cloud, but which is really the iow-lying shore of the
island itself. Soon the sky-line becomes wavy, then
abruptly broken, and finally the irregular summits of
other mountaing come within our view.



1o

As wenpproach sUH nearer San Juun, we leel that the
siand was ndeed vightly named Porto Rieo, the » rich
port.”  Along the lower portivns, near the coast, are
wide stretebes of green, which extend upwards 1o the
stoped sides of the hills. We can see between the hitls
the narrow valleys, she cultivated fields and white vil-
lages, witls thelr fringes of tall and majestic palins,

LA PUEATA DE SAN JUAN., THE ONLY REMAINING CITY GATE

~resembling Indians with feathers and plumes.” Form-
ing a background for all are the ridges of hills and wounn-
tains, rising one behind the other, each ridge higher
than that in front, and reminding the observer of the
relling billows of the sea. Some of the slopes are
covered with forests, with every ecloring of green from
the lightest to the darkest shade. The picture, as we
gee 1t from our place on the steamer’s deck, is certainly
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a charming one.  No wonder the island is known as »a
rich garden spot.”

The observer is especially hupressed with the swall-
ness of evervthing.,  Travelers often speak of Porto
Rico as a country in mindatare.  Muany of the inlls are
hardly more than knolls, yvet they are so rounded and
so perfect in shape that they are recognized at once
as hills.  The mountains, with one or two exceplions,
would hardiy be calied by so dignified a iitle were they
in the neighborbood of our mighty Rockies or Adiron-
dacks. Yet they show their peaks and chains as dis-
tinctively as those to be seen on the continent.  And
the gardens, the trees, the rivers, and the lakes —
all are in the Porto Rican landscape, but all are of
diminutive size. The Porto Ricaus themselves, while
not so large nor so rugged as the people of the
northern and colder climates, are well proportioned
and sensitively organized.

Before we land at San Juan. let us sail arcund the
igland and see what the other sides sre like.  On the south,
by the Caribbean Sea, the mountain range runs nearer to
the coast. “The hills mise up in ridges with here and
there a sharp peak. Columbus first saw the island from
the south, and, on his return to Spain, he spoke to Queen
Isabella of the picturesque effect.  The mountains of the
island, according to his report, appeared to him like a
handkerchief folded and wrinkled.

But whatever be the direction of approach, hills of
great beauty will be seen. To the south the moun-
tains reach the very water’s edge. 1o the west the slope
s gradual and extends also to the shore.  On the north-
ern side, and on the southern side east of Ponce, wide
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candy stretehes connect the uplands with the sea. To
the southwest beyvond Ponce, are coust-hills, some of

By from the central monntain and ending in

than
Lotd bluffs a hundred feet high. Deyond these are grace-

|
|

SEA WALL FROM SAN CRISTOBAL EbL MORRO N THE DISTANCE.

ful valleys. in one of which is the T.ake of Guanica. Near
by are the cerros, low, rounded, wooded hills, similar to
the *knobs " of our Western States.

Like the coast of Maine, the shore of Cuba is dotted
with iglands.  Porto Rico, on the other hand, has very
few, excepting on the eastern side. There the waters
are dotted with little islands and reefs, of which Vieques,
the principal one, was used by the Spaniards as a mili-
tary prison. Soldiers were kept there. when convicted
of erime.  The lonely island of Desecho, off the western
coast, is the home of millions of ses birds that build their
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pests among W8 vocks. s we pass by on the steamships

I

these bivds present wostriking pleve, Hattering over

o beneath

their voung. soaring above the water, or divin
it suriace v search of {Tood,
=L

Az nay be seen by yeference 1o o map of the We
Incies. the whole islund protrading wbove the surface
of the waler 18 a section of the great nidge which ex-
tends lengthwise over both North and South America,
anc of which Cuba and Sante Domingo are also poitions.
The Tand on the west side of the island ends o abrupt
cliffs, while on the east the ridge continues unbroken,
save that all, except the portion which appears as small
isiands, = ander the surface of the wawer,

We will land at Sun Juan. Farther west there is no
good harbor on the northern coast. Fyen the busy sea-
port Arecibo is open to the sea. On the south side,
Ponce. a flourishing center of trade, has a long, curved
anchoring place. with no wharves to which vessels may
tie.  Nor ean the ships that engage in uade with Porto
Rico moor even on the western coast; they must anchor
al & distance from shore and unload by meanz of light
boats. 8o we will land at San Juoan, for here our ship
will find safe shelter, after it has once made its way
within the landiocked harbor.

dust where 15 this island of Porto Rico to which we
have come?  We have found it a five days’ trip from
New York. It ix 450 miles from the southern point of
Florida. and many miles farther eass than the eastern-
most portion of Maine.  Halifax is two thousand miles
away, London twice that distance. The equator is still
a thousand miles towards the south.

Although the United States extends into the warm
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regions of the sunuy south, it hus never, until recently,
possessed soil capable of growing some of the grmﬁ
staples of the tropies.  Porto Rice and the Philippines
have given to our country the very best climate and
soil for the eultivation o sugar coflee. and numerous
fruits, cereals, and spices which we think we can havdly
do without. Porto Rice is a tertitory of the Uniwed
States as truly as s Arvizona or New Mexico. Ity inter-
ests are the convern vot only of our government, but of
the people as a whole.

The United States has other © gardens

Vo committed to

its carve, — the greay fruit-growing regions of Southem
{alifornia ; the broad cotton-belt of the South; the treas-
ure lands of Colorado; the Hawanan Islands, = the land
of the Rainbow and the Paim 7 but our real garden,
whose soil is * rich with the spoils of nature,” is v the
blue waters of the Atlantic and beueath the tropical sky
to the north of the Caribbean Sea.



CHAPTER 1
O SIGHTS IN FORTO RICO,

\71‘;“\' U}U'I‘\' iil t}i(f :’Hﬂ]'”‘i“g Wioary 2;{'“3}‘5['(3; f}’f'??“ [N NN
stumbers by the hoarse cries of the frudt-venders. As
we peep throngh the windew 1o find what 1t all means,
we see people carrving on thewr heads rreat willow travs
of fresh frut. Piles of luscious vellow and copper-
colored mangoes 1 great heaps of the brown melons
known as mupseys s bananas of a dozen different varietios,
from the course cosking-hanana nearly a foot i length
to the dainty little fie and apple bananas, so called from
their flavor: pyramids of swectsmelling pineapples ;
oreen cocoanuts, ready to refresh the purchaser with
their cooling milk: quantities of that most delicious
of tropical Truits, the custard apple — beside oran

lemons, citrons, alligator pears. the juicy cactus fraig,
and many other kinds for which the English language
has not even a namne —all these form the contents of the
baskets. Throughont the towns and cities, and even
along the dusty highways, men. women, and children of
all shades from white to black may be seen with the
tempting fruit-trays on their heads. Every city block
can boast its little shop where one may purchase the
most appetizing fruits at a trifling cost, or may refresh
himself with a glass of sugar-cane or cocoanut juice.
The fruit-vender is followed a littie later by the milk-
man, or woman, who comes slowly along. riding astride
a broad-backed burro, across whose flanks are slung the
large milk cans, one on either side. The mitkman car-
ries neither bell nor horn to announece his coming, nor
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s there need of cither. The melligent lttle burro
Enows his route welll and the entrances to the houses
are so wide that b most places the millk is deliv-
ered at the very door. through which the animals often
pass directly into the Ritcheu itsell. Formerly. and
even yet i some districis. the cows with their muzzled
calves were driven from door to door. that patrons might
see the actual milking process.  Satisfaction was some-
what warred, however, by the presence of the calves,
which were robbed of their birthright before the pur-
chasers’ very eves.  Qceasionally, nowadays, a milkman,
more ambiticus than his neighbors, sets himself and
his cans on the top of & rickeiy two-wheeled cart. This
method of delivery 1s an mnovation that is not likely to
become general, however, for some time to come,

The baker-man passes along the streews displayving his
wares in plenty of time for eaviy breakfast. His com-
modities, also. are carried in a busket on his hiead.  The
basket 1s arranged with the long loaves of bread radiating
from the center so as to allow fully Lalf of each loal 1o
project over the side.  The smaller rolls are heaped up
in the center. The basket is easily upset. but, if this
accident should occur, the carrier leisurely and philo-
sophically gathers up his scattered wares, wiping off the
mud or dust with his handkerchief. In case of rain,
which is apt to fall during the rainy season with
searcely a moment’s warning, he is provided with a
piece of oilcloth. This covering be is more likely to
use for his own protection than for that of his basket,
rather to the detriment of his bread.

Ali people of the Latin races are fond of sweets. The
Porto Ricans seem even to have lengthened the list
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o tntes huunded down o them by their mpanish alio
tors. Vhe abundance of natve erude sugan simonds,
coconliuls and other nuts, affords unlimined opportunity
for sweetmeats, while the delicious Trasts provide full
scape for the confectioner’s genius in the way of sugured

fruits. And yet. strangely enough, any Porto Rican
hoy or girl would gladly exchange a basketiul of sweet-

THE MiLKMAN.

meats and cakes of Porto Rican manufacture for a bhox
of American candies, even if the latter were very stale.
Cakes and sweets of various kinds are for sale at all times,
and the children are nibbling them wherever we turn.
As in most tropical countries, poultry is sold alive.
Porto Ricans wonid view with horror the average
American poulterer's display of what to them would
be simply *dead fowl” Men go about from house to
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Rl PORT,
heuse, varvying on each arm a doren live chickens tied
together t pairs and suspended by the Teet. Geese and
turkeys [or sale are often ditven through the streets in
flocks.  Their progress is marked by many amusing in-
cidents which tend to confir the Spanish proverb to the
effect that the wrkev s the most Toolsh of bivds.  Quy
expression = as sitlly as a goose ” would be considered ac-
cording to Spanish notions an unfair reflection on this,
in their opinion, canny bird. If night overtakes the
turkeys or geese before they have reached their destina-
tion, the boy or girl who has them in charge is left in
asad predicament. The creatures insist upon going to
roost wherever they happen to be. As no amount of
gentle switching with the long bamboo driving-rod
moves them in the least, the unfortunate person in
charge 1s cowpelled to make the best of the situation
and * go to bed with the chickens.”

Cigar and cigarette setlers are very numerous.  Often-
times the stock in trade consists of a single box of eigars
offered at the entrance to post-office, theater, or hotel, by
some barefooted negro or boy. Sometimes a full assort-
ment is displayed from the top of a commen soap-box
mounted on a child’s express-wagon.

Not-only can fruit, milk, bread, and fowl be:
chased: at one’s very door, but dry goods- are: trand}
often by the owner himself, from house torhouse
the ‘shining white roads around San Juat: -
variety of these commodities, from silks to'th alls
tant mosquito netting, as well as nbbons;tdpes, an&
shoe: Iaces, is displayed temptmgly I)efore the lazy Clig-
tomet as she sits comfortably in her rocker or within the
coot-shade of her. veranda. - The various wares are car-
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ried patiently back and forth from street to dwelling. s
case the occupant is unwilling to go out inte the glhare
of the sun, until a cholee 1s made and satistaction se-
cured. To a bystander, huggling over prices is most
amusing.  Buyer and seller yegard each other for the
time as enemies, and prices are fixed and discussed
accordingly. To the Anglo-Saxon visitor the eurious
part of it all is, that no matter Lhow close the bafgnining,
the business is condueted with unfailing politeriess, The
salesman 1is, as he puts it, “at the feet™ of his customer
throughont the entire transaction, and is * hers to com-
mand ” at the close as at the beginning.

One of the pi'incipai occupations of the inhabitants of
the rural districts is the making of hats, soméof which
equal the finest Panamas. Some of the Porto Rican
hats have been sold at wholesale in the United States for
as much as twenty dollars apiece.  Many of the bette
grades of these bats can be rolled up Inte a spaee no
larger than that required for a handkerchiel, and they
are woven so fine as to be absolutely waterproof.
Cinches and bridles are made from the same material,
and it amuses the Porto Ricans greatly to find that
American girls employ the latter for use as hatbands
and belts. The edge of many of the hats is left un-
ﬁni'sfiléd,:iﬁ:e ends of the straw projecting eight or ten
inchies ‘beyond the weaving — the effect being most
picturesque. The hat vender, with hix patient little
pony almost completely hidden by the pyramids of
hats piled: around him, is a common q1ght in both the
cities and the smaller towns. The pony’s size is s0 in-
greased by his lead of hats that it 1s as much as he can
do to make his way through some of the narrow streets,
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The lnnndresses carry on their voeation daily at every
wayside brook, river, andd streamn, Buarefooted and }JEH‘{T'
legred, with shivts tucked up well out of reach of the
water 1n which they stand or by which they kneel. they
launder the clothing after the most primitive fashion.

HAT SELLERS.

The American housewife, upon viewing the dazzling
whiteness of the linen returned to her by the Porto
Ricaniaundress, is unable to comprebend how such re-
sults ean be attained with no better appliances than cold
water and soap. The explanation lies in the fact that
the linen is washed on three or four successive days,
receiving each time a vigorous bealing with a small
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wooden paddle.  After each cleansing the clothes ave
spread upon the ground to bleach for hours under a
tropical sun.  After the third or fourth waslung the
linen is starched and then dried again.

NATIVE LAUNDRY.

The week’s washing and ironing completed, the laun-
dress must carry home the finished work. The smaller
flat and unstarched pieces are folded carefully and piled
up in the middle of one of the shallow baskets so gener-
ally used. Around these, on hooks attached to the sides
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of the basket, ave hung the starched skirts, aprons, and
other garments that might be crushed by folding.  The
basket is then balanced on the head, the lnundress herself
being congealed, from the knees up, by the trophies of her
skill. Her work is freely complimented, or eriticised,
as clreumstances may warrant, as she meets other laun-
dresses of her acquaintance. No society woman could
be more anxious regarding hier appearance than is the
Porto Rican laundress for herself and her basket, espe-
cially the latter, when preparing for her weekly trium-
phal march, * carrying home the wash.”

Every Sunday afterncon, and on all holidays, we are
likely to meet, on any of the suburban roads, processions
of curiously uniformed children walking sedately hand
in hand, led and followed by nuns, or by priests, should
the procession be made up of boys. These are the chil-
dren from the charity schools, taking an outing. They
range in age from midgets who can barely walk to youths
or girls of fifteen years. The lutter wear holland or
jean pinafores, and the boys blouses and overalis. The
happy disposition of the islanders is once more ap-
parent, as these processions, so pathetically solemn in
Germany, England, and France, move gayly along, the
little folks talking to each other and watching with
the deepest interest the sights by the way. Most of the
childven-are learning trades, that they may become in
future years useful and self-supporting members of the
community.

Before the American occupation the towns and cities
swarmed with beggars, whose numbers were increased by
most of the blind, crippled, or otherwise hopelessly in-
firmn portion of the poor people. Some of these bave been
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placed in institutions where they are cared for o a fur
better way than was possible when they were entuely
dependent upon the charity of strangers. Nevertheless.
on certain days of the week sei upart Ly Spanish trads
tion for the giving of alms, a motley collection of bat-
tered human wrecks may still be
seen at the doors and gateways of
the more plousty inclived among
the old Spanish families in ban
Jusn, and even at the shop doars
of some of the Spanish merchanis.
At the stroke of twelve the cop-
per coins are handed out. The
donor, generally the aged master
or mistress of the household, —
although the task s somelimes
handed over to the children.—
moves from one 1o another of the
group of beggars. giving with the
coins kind words of 1nguiry.
counsel, or comiort.  Americans
have occasionally wondered at the
seeming ingratitude of some for-
lorn eripple who, in the comfort
of a newly established asylum,
still sighed for the touch of human sympathy without
which he could not be happy.  All beggars are answered
with kind words in Porto Rico, the traditional repiy
when aid is refused being, *Pardon me, brother.” or
“Pardon me to-day, sister.”

Street musicians are many. the favorite instruments
being the guifar. the mandolin, and the bandurria. The

‘A BEGGAR.
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American twostep and rag-lime music are becoming very
popilar, greatly to the disgust of the foreign suiourners.
who enjoy much more the plaintive minor melodies of
the island or those gayer alrs transporied from Southern
Spali,

The cockfighier with his gamecock under bis anmn, his
shears suspended about his neck, and on the lockous for
an adversary,is fortunately becoming a rare figure, since
the enforcement of the stringent rules aganst cock-
fighting instituted by the American government.  He
and his equally obnoxious companions, the lottery-ticket
seller and the gquack doctor, can well be spared.

Funeral and wedding customs among the poorer elusses
in San Juan are curiousiy unlike those existing in the
United States.  In the {former, interments are made
usually within iweaty-four hours alter death. and one
often sees the rough pine boxes, painted black inside
and out and marked with a while cross on the Jid. being
carried home from the carpenter’s shop where they were
rudely and hastily put together.  These coffins are en-
tirely unlined and cost about a dollar each, A niche in
the great wall of the cemetery is rented for six months or
a year. where the coffin is Jaid by the mourners, who fol-
low the bearers on foot. At the close of the rented period
the remains are thrown into a common recelving-vault.
with the bones of many others there before them. There
are no religious ceremonies of any kind at the grave.
except where the deceased has been a member of some
fraternal or political society, when funeral orations of a
more or less fowery character are delivered.

The death of young children, especially in the country
districts, was formerly, and is still, to some extent, made
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the occasion of feasting and even merrimment. with the
accompaniments of swging and dancowg. > The lutde
angel,” as they consider the child to beois Tald, i 1us best
froek and with a erown of Howers, before a species ol
ruade aitar made of rough boards and adorned with fresk
fiowers, Lighted candles and tinsel decorate the center
of the room in which the feasting s gowmg on. The
mother, with eyes swollen from much weeping., makes
pathetic attempts to smile a weleome on the guests who
come to celebrate the entrance of “the littie angel ™
into a better world.

A far more pleasant sight is the country wedding.
Away back in the mountain disiricts of the coffee
region, previous to the American occupation, weddings
were of the quaintest simplicity. Very seldom did
either of the contracting parties possess sunitable gar-
ments, or the money to purchase themm. The alealde,
or village mayor, with kindly foresight and at the saroe
time a keen eye for business, was ready to loan the bride
and groom clothing so old-fashioned and ill-fitting, that
it would be hard to find it equaled, even in a grand-
mother's garret. Thus arrayed, the pair proceeded to
the alcalde’s office, where the civil marriage service was
performed. Then came the religious ceremony at the
hands of the village priest, after which the pair mounted
an ox-cart, and sccompanied by neighbors and friends,
whose numbers were continually increasing, they rode
in state to their new home.

Porto Bican country people have never heard of the
Angle-Saxon custom of throwing rice at a newly mar-
ried couple, but they see to it that the bridal procession
is sufficiently heralded. The pins of the solid wooden
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wheels of the ox curt are mtentionally so tightened that
the ordinary sguesking is incroased unul the noise is
quite suflicient w o ulons everybody within hearing of
the joyous event.

Thixand many other guaint customs are rapidiy dis-
appeaiing under the more practical if less picturesque
ruie of the United States. The alealde is already
repiaced by the more businesslike municipal jadge ;
“store 7 clothes are appearing in the most unexpected
quarters; the clang of the electric car in places dulls
even now the creaking of the ox cart; and the Amen-
can sewing-machine, bieyele, refrigerator, and cookingo
stove can be confidently relied upon io complete the
social revolution,

CHAPTER IIL
THE PEOPLE—THEIR HOME LIFL.

TaE homes of the well-to-do people of the island are
very comfortable. In many cities of the United States
buildings are constructed with shops on the ground floor
and apartments above. This is a very common arrange-
ment in Porto Rico, especially in San Juan, the first
floor being used for shops, a family living on the second.
At Mayaguez there are fine dwellings with broad, invit-
ing verandas.

Many of the prosperous merchants of San Juan live
at Santurce, three miles from the city. This charming
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subarh contains many beautiful homes swrrounded by
large and attractive gardens. The lone double windows
of the houses reach to the floor, and uxually stand wide
open, to let in all the breezes that may blow i that
warm climate.

Within the house there is an alr of contentment, but
all is simople and plain.  The floors are bare, save tor an
oecasional rug or a bit of matting.  There is no uphoi-
stered furniture —nothing more luxurions than cane-
seated settees, sofas. and chalrs. R(_)ckiug«chairs are
very popular.  Few pictures adorn the walls, though
some steel engravings way be found, and now and then
a good oil painting. Lvery parlor has in the center a
marble-topped table. usually of mahogany, with carved
legs. The chairs are of smooth wood bent into grace-
ful shapes and always painted black.  Plants. artificial
flowers, crocheted tidies, poreelain vases, lace curtains.
and a glass lamp or chandelier complete the outfit of
the * best room ™ in the Porto Rican home of the better
80Tt

The home life is as simple as the house. The Porto
Rican begins his day by drinking a cup of coffee with
milk and sugar, at about seven or eight o’clock in the
morning. - Breakfast is served at eleven, and consists
of a light repast of soup, boiled eggs, rice, fried bananas,
bread and.coffee.. Dinner, at six or seven in the even-
ing, is the important meal of the dav. At this time all
the members of the family come together, ready to enjoy
one another’s company. The dinner consists of soup.
meat, a salad, plenty of vegetables, fruits and sweets.
and the meal winds up with the all-important cup of
coffee,
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The vast mujority of the people of the island live in
the country. To know Porto Rico well we must know
its peasants.  We must break away from the cities and
visit the rural districts; we must tarry in the villages
and hamlets; we must enter the dwellings of the PEOnS,
or field laborers, and see how they live.  Nothing reveals

WAYFARERS.

the life of any man so clearly as the place he calls his
home. There is an old poem which says:

“ 1 happiness we prize,
‘Within our breast this jewel lies,
And they are fools who roam.
The world has nothing to bestow .
From our own selves onr joy must flow,
And that dear hui, cur home.”
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The home of the peon, i home 1t can be called, s a
rude hut or “shack.”™  Iis vough frame is built of poles
lashed together, covered with bark. and roofed with palm
leaves or a thateh of leaves from the sugar-cane.  There
are never more than two or three rooms.  The feor is
uneven and unsteady. The walls are neither papered.
plastered. nor sheathed, but the rough poles of the frame-
work are exposed to view. As there is no winter in
Porto Rico the windows need no sashes, and no fuel is
required to keep the body warm. All that is necessary
is a shelter from the wind, the rain, and the burning
sun.

The peon’s hut boasts very little furniture. A ham.
mock, a bunk, or a pile of palm branches serves for a
bed, a couple of boxes for chairs. Very seldom do we
find a table. An iron kettle or earthen pot is the only
kitehen utensil, and for cooking this is placed over burn-
ing charcoal or bits of kindling-wood.  When the weather
is favorable the necessary cooking is done out-of-doors.
On rainy days, when the food must be cooked within, the
house is filled with a damp, suffocating smoke which
clings to everything and cannot be driven out.

The prepared dishes of the poor are riee, powdered
and currwd corn meai, and coffee. The people ;

'ban pas and p}a,ntams, are eaten in large i nta_
 The dishes are made of gourds. Cuips,
fadles and " spoons, are among the gourd: dishes in com-
mon tse. A flerce-looking instrument called a machets
(prononnced ma-cha"ta) serves as 4 choppmg and carv-
ing knife. Fingers are used instead of forks.

United States Commissioner Carroll writes of a visit



THE PEOPLE — THEIR HOME LIFE. 41

be maudde to the poor quarters of Arecibo. He found
the houses built of old boxes or short bourds, evidently
picked up wherever they could be found.  The dwellings
stood near together In rows, with alleys or very narrow
streets between.  Inone house he saw a man and his wife
sitting on the floor and eating their noonday meal from a
single dish. A naked child stood in the rear room, cry-
ing.  There was neither chair nor table, and only one

NATIVE HUTS.

small wooden stool. The roof was full of holes. Some
of the houses in the neighborhood were a little better,
but poverty was everywhere evident. And yet the peo-
ple did not seem unhappy ; they were probably contented,
beecause they knew no other kind of life.

The peon is up before daylight. He takes his bit of
codfish and rice and starts off to his day’s labor. Im
many cases he must walk three miles to his employer’s
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The gray represeni the mbahbitants of mixed blood.
often valled mulatoes.  They are more than 300,000 i
punsher. They are darker than the whie people, and
yelin many cases it s hard to distinguish the color-line.
They work in the fields, act as house servants in the cities,
or have their own little gardens of vegetables and {ruies.
[rom which they gather just enough Lo enable them w
keep body and soul sogether.

The brown, or, as we say in our country, the black.
are the negroes, who number about 58,000, They live
principally along the coast.  This is largely due 10 the
fact that they do not suffer from the heat, while the
bracing air of the mountains is too cool for them. They
work i the cane fields, or wre employed i loading and
unloading the ships that enter San Juan, Mayaguer.
Arecibo, or Pouce.

There are seventy-five Chinese in the island. 1n-
ciuding these, the entire population numbers 953,200
‘T'his is nine-tenths as large as the population of Mary-
land.  During the last ten years Porio Rico has grown
as rapidly as have Ohic and Tennessee.

It is said that if you scrateh a Porto Rican you will
find a Spanlard underneath the skin.  The people have
spoken the Spanish language ever since Columbus's
day, and the customs of the island are similar to those
of Spain.

As in the mother country, the women of the higher
class live to some extent in seclusion. The people are
excitable, fond of amusements, and they read very hittle.
In these respects the Porto Rican of to-day resembles
the Spamard of four hundred years age.

The ancestors of many of the Porte Ricans came from
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Anduaiusia.  This province bears a relation Lo the other
provinces of Spain somewhat sitlar to that of Ireland
to Great Britain.,  Like the Irish, the Andalusians wre
bright, witty, rather quick-tempered, perhaps. hut never
holding a gradge.

A simitar temperament is characteristic of the people
of Porto Rico.  Altheugh the blood of different classes
mingles freely in their veins, they have never been a re-
bellivus or a warlike people.  No general insurrection
has ever occurred in the istand.  If any eriticism can be
brought te bear upon them, it 1s that they have been
too submissive and long-suffering under Spanish rule.
They have never shown a warlike spinit towands the
people of other islands. and thev are. on the whele,
orderly and docile, peaceable, industrions, cousiderate
of one another's welfare.

They are anxious to become American citizens and to
acquire American ways.  They have loug considered
the United States another name for fidelity, humanity,
and brotherly love.  They are, as Dr. Carroll says, good
material out of which to make steady and trusty Ameri-
can clbtizens.

CHAPTER 1V,
THE PEOPLE —THEIR RECREATIONS,

It is said that a noted musician in ancient Greece was
severely punished by the Spartans for adding a twelfth
string to the harp.  His fellow-citizens were alraid that
too great fondness for music would make the people



