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MANIFESTO OF MR. ANTONIO R. BARGELO
hefore the meating of Senators and Representatives together
‘with the Gentral Board in full, held on fhe night of
Fnday Nov, 4th. -

IN A SPLENDID SUMMARY, THE DISTINGUISHED LEABEB OF THE UH!BMST PARTY
 MAKES KNOWN HOW THE RELATIONS OF THE PARTY WITH THE GOVERNOR -
~. STAKD AT PRESENT, AND DEFENDS THE POLICY FIRMLY | :
" ~ QUTLINED BY SAID ‘PARTY,

; .To, the Central..Beard and the
Senators .and . Representatives:—
-: -1 appear before you now, my dear
_comrades, ag a man who before think.
ing. of himseif must think of the res-
_ponsibilitics tmposed on him by duty.
Many times have | heen alone
.concentrating - -my ~.thoughts, appre-
-hensive,: constralning my ideas, trying
ito. prevent their flight on the wings of
iimagihatien and -of . Hiuslonovcr the
‘pogitive teality of tha life of angulsh
:of.this smail and suffered people,
17t ahall not speak’to you, however,
“of the terribie’ strugplies 6f. my spirit,
ZIAbr of ’thE great hanker!ngs ofmy
*--'aou! '’ vtew of the situatlon Wé are
facl:\g ’ S
Cur sense of duty and our patrio.
tism hdve heen submitied to a test,
and they must smerge intast from

N

_sible remedy to the situation.

the abrormal situation created by the
blindness of a rash Governor who

_persists in maintaining such sltuation

against the will of our peaceful and

,quiet country,.or we must succumb,

not as cowards and serfs who place

.a price on thelr dignity, but as men
_of honor whose honor grows accord-
.ing to the intensity of their struggie
in adversity. |

When | spoke to you the last tlme

to bld you farewell as | left.on my

trip to the United States, there stil
lived with many the hope of a pos-
} did
not hesitate to encourage that hope,
Fully realizing the reason against
my trying to eetablish the desir
ahte understanding with the executive
power in the work of the government,
and to facliitats the raailzation of one



ot the. party'a. resolutiona that i my:.
“nelf suggestedy’ | thought it advigable

“§6F me. to abstain for some tima from

any Intervention in any line of con-
duct which you thought convenient
to adopt in reaching the desired ends,
without rectifying, of course, the fair
protest raised agalnst the unbearable
attitude of Governer Relly.

. Jn.the United Statesl. slearned o]
all your guffer}ngs and sacrlﬂces

behalf of vour Just pubposes. | receive

.gd .reports . of thegooperation. you
‘sifared the Governor, Which he trans.
jated and. pubushed according . to; hlg
own whim, a8 a: ‘pectification - of olir
acts and as a victory gained by him
over our party. 1 feit, however, that
your discreet silence was justified as
.against tiip Governot's indisgrest boast;
‘and”that you had 1eft & me the work
of gxplaining,speclally ilh! ‘Washing=
ton, the trug. meaning of the cable-
gram repeorting’ the ' incident,’ which’
was published by the :A__ssqcl‘atgp}
Press.

During my twenty-four hourg
stay In Havana | was called upon to
“explain” what the daliy Press of that

it i o

Céity eﬁBer‘Ey\‘deslréd to “know, since

4 GNEy, L 0
fnaugura! -address “of Govemor ReHy
!and to thc correspondence exchanged

between h!m “and me,"” had aiready
‘reached’ our sisteriisiand] 1 ‘couild nog
“avadé the !ntew!ews fedt” my sllence
‘he” !nterpreted as a’ conﬁrmatlo of
the reports that disﬂgurlng the “truth
“had bécn sent’ broadoagt from Porto
Rico. H bel%evé thai any, of you in m
placn wuuld havc donc llkewlse ii
‘Yefonze of hla owq acts,;z |
noth ng, but the ciefense “of tha gighta
~of the countr}?‘*”"‘ . i

. Al ‘of you Know th
anerview in Washlngton wlth Presl
f_dent Harding, the Secretary of War,
and the Chtef of the  Burean of !mular

!é!’

PETR TR L R N P

g o

resuit ef my’

San Juan. on the very

Affairs, in company with our Residem
Cummiaaloner, M Féiix Cérdova ‘D&
vila.- <1 am fully convinced - that |
conveyetl to the minds of President
Harding, the Sccretary of - War, and
General Mo Intyre, the exast truth
‘They are well aware of the outrage
committed against our people by the
Governor, and of his indiscretien,
Igek of abi ity and lack of inteijigence
to. lead 4. people -of the; Cultu;‘e and
clvillzation of ours.

There were and stitl- are but twe
Emarsa of putting an end to this
situation: In a manner. degorous for
the country

1—To forget ghmgs that are past
in making an implicit rectdication of
what has been done, thus producing
the necegsary harmony bstween, the
different © branches created by our
Organicy Act for the, gcvamment of
‘the island.
£ 2 Thell res;gﬁatloh or substitu
tien Of the Governor.

TD atiain the flirst object | have
done all that it was in my power to
do. 1 returned 1o Porto Rice on
‘docolitit of a letter handed me by the
Secretary of' War suggesting ~"“the -
*dvantage of ocordial coopsration be-
tween the Governor and the Presldent
of the Senate and of ‘the majority
party” for the weHbeing of Porte
‘Rigg,"” ment e
@l mustt confesmthat«deslring' to
isHow #Washington 'my decided pur-
‘pose.of so ceaperating, t had In mind
-that when 'l :reached Porto: Rlco- i}
swould immediately call on the Gover
nor and hahd him the jstier; but you
all ‘know: how | was received,: The
Unionlet- papsers, and betten stil), the
Republigan papers, givae. faith ;of - the
statements . ;mada . py .the  Governer
against our party and against me
whije 1 wag on my way to Porto Rico,
of hls staterents on the plaza at
day .of my



é??‘f\fﬁ! ém{ thi cémpensaﬁon of
Wy prémotlbhs af dnoé giver " th a
distrigt shlef of polics Whe, abusing
hls pbWér directed & number of pailce.
m&n uhder hifs t6 diséolvé 3 peace
tul” démonstratldf fidde by &itlzens
Whe off thit afternoon wéré marching
towards my’ hamé té offer ma theld
grébtings. ~Some’ of these citizens
who fi the uge 6f tHéiN flghts refuded
1o rétirg; Wekd” arpédted, and up té the
présdit flme wé 6 Aot kidw of any
charges ‘Having - Héeh mitde against
théni, -Thi§ prdves thit not ohiy did
they: gorimit: Hg orimés Hut- by ths
-guntrary; that they Wefs espressly
and- wickedly: Wronged,; ng aohdiderd:
tion having ‘been giVen to the most
gatred constitutional:rignts. it
-Notwlthstanding, l:coh‘tinued to
observe an attltude of supreme calm,
ang even on. the following day was
decided to seek the way of holding
1 - interview  with . the
provided this. could be done
propriety and decorum,
Jdust ag i, expecied, “the "Governof
alsd recilved,a létter from Washing:
ton, together with Wwhich’ he, was séht
8 “copy of, t?’ae éme that - hag bees
addressed 16 e~ [t wad natural and
fogléah o Byt ag thé : Governor, ‘ever
gince kg’ arrival: inv Porté Rico, has
#oted - agalnét evVerything that s na
tural 4nd logical; sincé to -him’ absurd:
ity eems. to: ba.-thexonly: reasonable
thingsolimudt confess sincerely -that
1'wds not much-surprised when | read
that same morning In “Ei Mund~” the
statements made by the Governer to
one of.its reporters that ha did not
know who g, was,, and, therefore, did
not}}mow of My arrlval it ls, very
-diffioult;; ;educated ig the
schoof? uf
courtesy, . to overlook such contémd-
fuous werds, Notiwithstandifig, even
then, | endeaV6r‘ed t4 avold everything
that mlght sontribute fo form an ex-
" eusé for ihé Goverhior. ‘The press

with

Governer, |

publashé& “the statsmeénfs made by
me upoh my arrival and at my home
that evening, which staterients re
vealed . pasitiva discretion. For thies
days ionger L maintained the most
alisolute reserve, hécause [ was deal
rous of carrying out the suggestfcma
made ta me In Washington as feasible
in coming to, a satisfactory settiement,

Af thig stage my colleagues on the
Central Board, Messrs. Bantinl and
Torres, askag me to come out of my
reserve and 4o maks Known my pum
poses as prompted by such Impression
as 1. received in Washington, in this
manner . to. quiet the Just impatience
of the country. And ascording as |
Ufuseft 16 comply With the request
of my -frignds’ and Rept silent, provo.
cations did not cease-to lessue dally
from the Executive Mansion, which
were published and commented on
by a part of the press, which t8ok
advantage of such provocations te
injure bur party and my pergondlity.
11 view of thé tir¢umstances | finally
éupldined the whole sifuation to ‘gakd
fhends, | told therd that | consldered |
bad fhiled I thé garpost that brought
e from Waéhlﬁgtbn, 4Ad that | &
fented €0 addrébs 4 cablegrani té the
Sedrdtary of Wak, mformlng Him of
Evénts and desliring any Fesponsibllity,
Titay = thén - dskdd me fof & cépy ot
the letter of the Sedrtary of War that
théy ight take the samé to thé
Govéinor, talk thé mattér t& which
tho letter Fefébréd over with him, and
thus endeavol té ascertain once for
all his true attitude and in future
prevent any misinterpretation of the
conduct followed,

Convinced -of . thelr reasonable
purpose, | gave my friends a copy of
the letter of the Secretary of War that
the interview. On Saturday afternoen
when they returned from the Execu-
tive Mansion they told me the Gover
nor would taks thé matter under con:
sideration, and that he had promis




ed " tg advise themyiin wrlting of . hia
deciglon. But tha“case''is that™

everybody knows, HEY Mundo” hav
ing been mlsinformed ‘at the Exs
gutive  Mansion itseh‘ on Monday
morning, published in great big .type
that the Governop had refused to hold
a conference which { had requested
And en' Tuesday . afternoon when
Commaséioner Cérdova Davlia, who
;:ame in from Arecsba 10 see .me on
the same crrand, and i, were about
o’ cab]e to’ Washington ‘In regard to
the sltuation, | received the following
{etter fromm the Governor's Private Se-
cretary, which letter gave rise te the
hdence transcribecz beiow. }:

“San Juan, Porto Rico.
‘October. 17, 1921‘ -

Senator ‘AL R. Barceld,’™
San Juan, F R. '*‘

Dear Sir.
ar L have been adwsed by Govemor
Relly that you have requested a con-
ference.with him, which message was
delivered to him, by Messrs, Torres
and  Santini, and if thig is correct,
w;li .You please write me 1o that effect,
and l)wHE then arrange an engage-
- YOu ,when it Is convenicnt

for, the’ Governor, and, wli] notify you
of the Sheur .and date, The Governor's
hmc is so constantly occupied, | have -
to make these engagements In advan-

ce in the regular way, in order not

S Secretary td the Governor *
“San Juan Porto Rico,

- Qctober 18th, 1921,
Mr. 37 RE Huli,
Secretary to tha
Band Juan, :
Dear' Bipn

"t have Just received your letter
iated yesterday,

- #r through any other

a,, - | did not actually ask .for.a con
’feranco with -the Governor, elthe
through Messrs. Torres and Santind
channael, Tc
these friends | showed a letter the
Becretary of War wrote me, a copy
of which ‘| enciese, in  which thig
high officlal gave expression to the
gonvenience and propriety of a har
monious . .cooperation belween Mr,
Reily, as Governer, and the under
signed, as President of the Senate and
ieader of the Majorlty Party, for the
gake of the better dovelopment of the
government of the Island. Convinced
a3 | am that such a suggestion from
the. 8Secretary of War was very
correct, and further knowing that the
Governor was to recelve a letter
worded in egual or like terma from a
very high source, | talked the matter
over with the said friends and we
three reached the conciysion that the
Gevernor, as well as myself, foilow-
ing the suggestion from Washington,
shouid have a mutual interest In ap-
proaching each other to confer, In
our respective capacities, for the
benefit of the island for whose gov-
grnment we are responsibie,

cave T his optnion which then eviden
. ced to:my two friends, not being sure
at the time whether the Governor had
recelved his letter, is now held the
more strongly by .me. in view of the
ietters atluded to, the Governor and
myseH1both complylng with - high
official - duties, should "seek,  setting
aslde  past words and deeds, to ap
proach each other and confer with the
ebject In view of cooperating without
friction, to the best government of
the lalaﬂd and for the benefit of the
same. )
*’,\.” Shoitd tha Governor thEnkﬁ g
feel In Iike manner, such conference
would seem to me very desirable.

it wil be a source of pieasure




showld the Gowvernor look upon It In
the same. tight. -if-guch'is the case
{ await your advices so that we might
mutually agree upon - the dats and
hour for such conference.

Yours truly,

ANTONIO 'R, BARCELQ,
Presidént of the Senate.,”
“San Juan, Porte Rico,
-Qetober 20, 1821,
Senator A R, Barcais,
8an Juan, P, R.
Dear Senator Barceld:—

i have your letter of October 18th
and was amazed when | read that
Messrs, Torres and Bantinl had ne
authorlty whatever to speak for you
when they calied to see thn Governor
They were most outspoken about thi
matter and exhibited a ietter fronm
the - Secretary of War to you, whict
they sald you had given them. The
Governor has had much confidence ir
these two gentlemen since - he has
been here,. and, naturally, believec
them, that they were your emissaries,
especially as :they ‘had the. Weelk's
Jdetter addressed toiyour ¥} am astonlk
shed to know that they had no-author
Ity to?epresent oy, after aH they
had to say; »ng -
<o This being-theTcase; rny jetter to
you, wasi notT.only i uncalled .for, but
mostadnopportune,sand 1. am exceed-
Inglty .g¢rry “§ wtroubled you with my
_communication.
froe s M OUPE Very: truiy,

4. R. HULL,
Secretary to the Governor”
“San Juan, Porto ‘Rico,
October 21 192!
‘Mr. J. ;R Hull,” i
:sBcretary to the Governor,
San " Juan, PoORT et
Dear Mr, Hullie—
Judging from your letter of yes

BT T

t#rday, there seems 10 be some misun.
dgerstanding’ In connsction with. my

letter of October 18th,

| dig not say in that letter that
Messrs, Torres and Santinl had no
authority whatever to speak for me
when they called to see the Gover
thor. 1 simply said that | did net
actuaily ask for a conference with
the Governor either through Messrs.
Torres and Santinl or through any
cther channel.

Undoubtedly these two gentlemen
ahd friendg couid speak in my name,
~ag they have .informed me they
spoke—in regard to ail matters con-
nected with the letter addressed mae
by Becretary Weeks, of which they
tock a copy to the Governor.

1 now wish to repeat the same
words, or words simtlar to thoge, used
in my previoug letter, and which 1
ask that you repeat to the Governor:
i have In my power a letter from the
Secretary of War, the contents of
which the Governor aiready knows, in
which letter Mr. Weeks states the
advisabllity and proprlety of coopera-
tion and cordlal’ relationa between
Mr. Reilly  as” Governer, and the
undersipned as President of the Se-
nate ang leader of the Majority Par
ty, for the well-being of Porto Rico.
My political friends and myself, con-
vineced that the idea of the Secretary
of War Is very reasonahle, 1 unders.
tand that the Governor.as well as my-
self, complying with our high offi-
cial duties, following the suggestions
received from Washingten, and set.
ting aslde previous words and acts,
should have a mutual interesi, In our
respective capacitles, in approaching
each other and conferring for the well-
being of Porto Rico, . for - whose
good government:we are -responsibie,
in case the Governor feels and thinks
Hkewise, such approachment and
conferegnce seem to me to be desirable.



¥in ., Trshould:  bes: pieased,;ﬁi‘repeat,
should the Governor ook upon this in
the same. light, and\shouid such be
the ‘case, i Jook for. your. gommunicas
tion to that effect
Yours truly,
ANTONIO 'R. BARGELO,,_
Presicient of the Benatel,
YR L ET L0 A%
“Sah Juan, Porto Ruco,
October 251921

Senator A, -R.:Barceld, s~
San Juan, P R

e
T

abie‘_xihat eor‘dial“ relatmns shou!d
ex!st'between you, as. President of
tha Senate, and Mr. Reily, as. Gov;
ernor,,. for. the_ well-being of. Porto
Rico,. However, I cannet understand
Senatory. how "cordia!“ reiatlons .can
possibly exist between .you, and the
Governor while : youn, paper ,uqont‘mu;

ously pubiishes attacks llke the inclos;

ot which..was_ published, on; 8atu
knowing: that nothing ¢

your papeft without:ryour:ssanction
‘which - you

The .“Baitimore News”
quote:-here,:is’ an  avowed enemy -of
President Harding, hence is against

Governdn Rellys-You. also. continually .
copy editoriats from the. Kansas Cltyi;

Starj:the.blttérest and cvilest:enemy
that > President. Harding - has®
Ameriea,”
that when You guote from: these -anth
Marding papers :You! ‘anly strengthef
the Governor's' paﬂtlon with: ::the
administration, -0 . 62 :
Sl auggest thai i
these attacks on the Qavernor In your
paper, | will do my utmost to bring
ahout ¥cordial reliations for the weik
being of Porto Rico”

RS- 110
I know you -must-be awaré..

you cease'

zarcit:ty only falr for- meé ‘to ‘gay for
the: Governor that he deéply regrets

.. that d.-numbear :6f- papers on ¥ thé

Island, friendly to  him; have corificis
ed you, -But your* paper is most
viclous  as: 4o ‘the  Governer. He ls

. smart .enough.to Know that newspa-

per criticiam usually heips the man
who ds-¢ritlcized, and.injures any man
who Ingtigates criticism.

You have mentlofed’in both of
your letters, “forgetting-"past’ deeds
and words”, but you not only do not
“forget”, - but continue these - daily
attacks.. "
s+ 1 wouid suggest to- you Senator,
in-the *most kindiy- spirit, that you
pegin to do: your part in “forgetting”
antl 1 feel suré that the Governor will
a!ways tdo his, - ..

o The: Governor is indifferer:t about
this whole matter, but | feel, if you
stop thése daily outrages on him, he
would see you, as he does any other
member of.the Legislature‘who cares
to-see him e
2 He il your reply that you’ cannot
gontrol (thei LA DEMOCRACIA whiie
you are:in full controi, when you are
aise: Presigdent and leader. of - your
party and 1t Is your party organ; |
wiiknbt be ahi¢ to bring aboul any
interviewi o Besides, why hold any
tntérview &t all,’ ¥ you wHl not, orf
sannot; “conirel your dwn paper, your
party organ? There is where all co-
' 3 simp!y ‘otfer these suggestions
at fiy bwn idea of the only possible
way to bring about the interview as
urghd by Messrs, Santinl and Torres.

M' Yours' very truly,
e aide . HULL,
Secretar‘y to ‘thal Governor.”

{NOTE.—The clipping retsrred to

in the preceeding letter Is an sditorial

., entitled “Rare Spectacie’”, published

5



in the Baltimore #News” of- Baltimors,
M, a translation of which was print.
g i LADEMOCRACIA),

LE T c- E

i Of CoUree;

— s n v L

whei - 1 regeived- the

last letter from the Governor's 8Becre.

tary, | congldered ~buf™ correspon
dence at an end.‘tt was’ ciuariy mani-
fost “that “the Interview *was being
evaded ander impropef pretéxts, and
that aﬂ endeavor was belnd made in
connechon therewith to make me ap-
pear subdued. It was _preferable to
consider the_matter ended and that
ts what .1 did. Had the Governor
desired . to. hold the conference we
woitld have held it from .the 'very
bcglnning, but . when I had gotten
around atl his first evasive answers,
when he had As other excuse to offer,
then he tried_to impose silence on our
daily press ag a condition SINE QUA
NON, while In the meantime he did
not cease to talk and, to act against
the party.
.. . Had the conference'been held it
is clear that an agreement between
the Governor, and our party would
have implied. what he in part desired,
since the athtude of our press wouid
then have been.or . wouid have con
tinued to be in consonance with the
Governor's attitude, because our press
is free and nohody can bind it in Hs
own name to any line  of conduct
other than that which is proper of each
situation  or  of ‘each_ moment, and
which alrees with pubitc opinion, the
source. of {ts procedure.

There 18 no other way, my
friends, than to continue the struggic
and to fight against this untenable

and ahameful . situation, until we
obtain the only remedy ieft us: The
Governor's removal, since he is not
disposed to resign.

Let us recall the actd of said of.
ficial. He iii-treated us in his inau-

tions recently published,

gural address, thus answering _the
courtesy of .our party which received
him on' his arrival by frankly offer-
Ing the hand of friendship, by adopt-
Ing the most impropsr and imprudent
attitude, Those who know the inau
gural message read by the Governor
at the Municipal Theatre of Ban Juan
on.the day after his arrivai, and those
who saw the vislénce and the gestures
warking -“the * statements addressed
exciusively against cur pafrty, can naot
do otherwise than agree that the at-
titude of the head of the party and
the attitude of the Central Board could
not have been nor should have been
other than as adopted by them. Had
we not done so  we would now be
jusiiy -%epreached by puilic opinion
and we would be charged with having
allowed things to reach this stage by
sur, weakness in not protesting at the
proper time against said statements.
From_ - the Governor's own deciara-
it .may be
now seen that the policy he has dev-
eloped and the wrongs he has com-
mitted against eur party and which
have finally culminated by spoliating
us in the sphere of power, by abus-
ively and violently taking from us
what in fair battie. had been granted
us by the people, is the very same
policy he announced in . his inaugural
address. B

There .ig something in the last
letter of the Governor's Secretary,
that | must clarify., That is where the
letter refers to the reproduction in
LA DEMOCRACIA of articles taken
from the American press. Qur news-
papers Have always baen vory res
pectful and very discrect in referring
to national poliitics. It i a poor ailer-
native the Governor or his Sesreiary
has adopicd when he tries to make
our prass appear as opposing Presh
dent Harding, when the truth is that



the, policy which said press attacks 18

the polley ‘of Govarnor Relly here, s.
p_o;tgc'y;whicb wé Jegitimately think
ia“tar from belng ' mistaken for the
policy of'?resldent‘iHardlng,‘:a.figure
whe mérlig all oup respect and consi-
deration. - BT
2z Quei'party .i@ neither.Repubiican
. nop- Democratle as: the natlonal part
leg are . thought of.. There are sympa-
thizers with both parties among u

hut we always maintain that becaus

of the nature of our essentially sectio-
nal politics, and of the fact that we
are not entitied to contribute with
our votes to changes in the natlonal
parties, we should  abstain’ from =any
intervention” in such politics &0 ‘that
the . right of Porte Ricans to their
“own .government may be acknowled.
ged and  proclaimed - by all. And
aceording to this” invariable “policy

our Residént Commissioner attended

the °last Republican and Democratic

éonventions, as a delegate of our par:

ty, not to intervens In the nomination

of candldates, but-te influence such
declaration’ 1n: thelr? platforms ~as
might relate toius. o Rt
#4iri we' furthes believe the intervend
fiof ‘which ‘the ‘Portd” Rlcan Republl
can’ Party’ ¢laims ‘to ‘have “ji ¢hes N&
-tional Republigan-Party 'is ridiculous,
for 1t Is well ~knoWwn “that: net only”
National Republisans, but Democrats

as well, -belong {o ‘the Porto. Rican

Republican Party,. and that its.only
object is thus to seek the support of
officlal’ tenters”at” Washington:ia al
such purposés as they can not obtal
here from popular vote.” That pollcy
in fundamentally »'known' - hers ever
aince in the year 1912, when ingular
republicanism had 1§-faté: the: Deme:
gratic?victory In-thé United:8lates;:
feagIvéd: at ita’ Poncestonventlofitel
bréak ledse - from < théxNatlonal:Res
publican  Party, “thinking Lithatsthit
would thus be in better position to
continug In thelr pretension of mono-

polizing certain public offices.

=% Fortunately the story. ls glear-and
prief and can be recconstructed at any.
tlme from the recards we have.in. cur
power of all such public ascts done in
Parto Rico, which are well known
to .all,

_What we have .before us, then,
my. dear friends, is gimpiy a Machia-
velian poiley of intrigue.and revenge
which does as much harm to the
United States as it does to Porto Rieo,
and which it i our duty to denounce
in lhe States ss well as here, in
demand of the geoperation of ali Just
souls ang ail nobile hearts in defense
of this small country which has
commltted no crlme other than fo
aspire to the Iife of liberty and rights
to which it is ontltied. T
~ The foregoing statements would be
Gufficient to estabiish the Ineptitude
and bad faith of a Qovernor who on
reaching our islang takes up this per
niclous policy and turns his back on
the sacred institutlons of the great
people he promised to defend  and
uphold when he took his oath of
é‘fﬁce[-"‘ 5 o - in-,. 2 4.‘._),"‘-.‘ -‘
7 1 pelleve the representativé men

6f our party and representative at the
game time of public pinlon, should at
this time formulate the most energetic
protest against the abuse of power
and intolerable tyranny of Fihe " acts
of the Goyernor, who as it seems,
16" unconscious  of ' his* duty
nd great responsibility.” Ths' chawl
ges, which are numercus and appa-
ently “wHi Increase in number every
day, must be toncrete and reasonsd,
one by one, specificaily, that they
may be submitted to the Washington
authorities through ‘a’commlission to
besent therd to- defnand’ dué repard
tion of gur rights. ™ RLHY 3

In fégard th peiitids,” 1 “mbist “con:
fegs that the work of our enemies, the
UNCONDITIONALS of Porte HRigo,

T
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has had¥ ¢ffect on the spirit of those
‘wha In Washington may decide our
fot'at 'a given moment. The nature
ang #inality of our platform have been
subverted s0 as to make us appezar
hostile and disieyal to the Unlted
Stateg and to thelr flag;, that in our
campaigns we have insulted the na-
tion and their glorlous banner; that
our only finaiity is absociuiely to break
every tle and all connections wwith
the American Unlon,

} have offered to <clarify this
point ang to prove the contrary, nul
for our sake since we feel at ease
and satisfied over duty done and rea-
dy at any moment to show our deve
tlon for the Great Republic, but for
the henefit of those minds who cannot
understand this because they have
been tortured and deceived by our
enemies who take advantage of evi
piots to injure us.

it is our duty, therefere, though
we may not deem it necessary, to
show that such hostility does not
exist and that we hawe never thought
of a separation Implying the break-
ing of the ties binding us to the illus
trivos nation under whose protection
our political and economlc jife de-
velops

Angd tnstead of repeating In other
words what | have so often said in
explalning the significance of our o
cal politics, | prefer wholly te repro-
duce my statements to the Congress-
men who vislted us April -17, 1918,
because what | said then s the
clearest and briefest sxpianation |
can make In the matter, and further-
more, by this means it wili he seen
that } am not explaining a new
thought in a: endeavor to adapt it to
present circumstances, but that it ia
the same one, that have . always
malntalined.  :.:°

_ 1 then sald to the Congressmen:
“¥You  have come  with a
desire to lerrn of our ife, to judge

our personality and to . Investigate
sonditions, for the purpose of bearing
tc  Washington, upon your return,
information of all our purposes and
of all that we deserve and ask for,
net onily as men worthy of freedom
the same as you, bui aise as eitizens
of the great people who conquered
freedom for themseives and for the
world,

We are going 1o ask but for one
thing: JUSTICE., The justice which
i3 based on the acknowictgment of
the immanent right of every people
to rule their own destinies and reg-
ulate fthelr own fives. OQurs Is a
simpie problem. We are a people
different frem you In character, cus-
toms and language. Your idiosynera-
sy and your manner of locking at the
prohiems of life are differant from
ours, Between you and us there are
things which by their own very
nature can not he equal because of
thelr origin and their tradition.

Twenty years of sovereignty over
this istand, twenty ycars of experl
mentation, and of adopting methods
and systems acting upon the psychok
ogy of cur peopie, have shown how
impossible it Is to change the order
of things made by God and nature
for a different finaiity.

Therefore, it is not possibie to
think, and it has been so averred on
dihvers cccasions by your statesmen,
that we may some day be one of your

- companions in the federal system of
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your government,

Your thought and ocurs coincide
on this essentlal point. Therefore, it
is not Just to make us submit o that
system of government which you hawve
adopted for such territories as will
gome day be.admitied as states of
your Union, because such sysiem ap-
plied to peoples already formed and
having their own civilization distinect



fromithat of :the tddminant’ ﬁéopfc, T§
the-.most.sarious: attadksuipon ~huiidy
d;gsuty, ands because such igystad -if
not: leading- spmee dayetd tha. elevation
ofzoumsisland atostho category ‘of °a
State-of the Union will:in. procass ‘be
Yhe. mnss, absurd: of i colomal sys-
tems oty oo . g i

pcopi* of Porto Rico and the ;}éoﬁlé'
of ths Uhtited Statef” sehtirﬁents and
intgrests i comfron which could” ahd
shoultt be motivéd” for tHe str‘ongest
union and - sohdarit betwean bcth
peopless we'Ere; aFtyou” ar\,, suﬂs
of frec Pepublicéd™ Amet‘iéa
né.race prejudicetnd v
atong, the: satk y' mlsgw
tngs foufided*hfon-the 2 ristderacy §f
blovd. o of titiey 15401 g’-frbn’t a ?eudal
ore rhoRarehical syéte%w W ﬁé

you -are; the émagrams f’rfm Eu%orﬁé
whe  sought R Americd ©ia T country
pro;ﬁlclous forithelr éxpahsmn ami
ralsed i itg VirgIA= Y '
freg a%d” demoéra’r‘s

thé mtght bt
the power nor-p
d&é (furj

“we” b
Rico is for the great BUrpdsés of your
policy . on - bothiifcantinenta vof” the

Wastern Memisphors bstrategid’ pdint,

oni the advdnce: postsof ‘thd? Atimtia)

right’ atﬂ the dodre: st :then cmmb@aﬁ;
Sea and the eiltrgncs 1o thé Panamis

Ganal, ¢lrocumstances which impéi-us
1o feel that it is our duty graclously
to accept the controi of your authorh

ty: or. soversingty: in -everything: .ati

feating otr” Intéritalicaal problem,
¥hé” :‘\marlcan_ bit{zenshfp you
hawe grénted iis sofves In a dlgniﬂed
fmakngr  eur pomtion in the world,
for. It makes it lncumbent. upon . you
f.o u‘,fend and protect our intsrests;
aﬂd L Hkewiss compels.us to-defend
and pro tect vours, as evidenced . by
tia. .recent . Euro'zean conflizt during
which our people voluntcered to fight
with you ard for you in defense of
the hbeaty of - Amiericd and: 8! the
workd,
s aUpon thdse~ bases wa- hava bu{
to. say-that the. only pessible sojution
hetween the:United:Blates and Portd
Rito:for thei conciliation oF the:inter.
estg: and- dignity of” both pedples, s
for you. to stfiverid ydir Sénaté "and
1% your House of Hopresentatived for
the granting to Porto Ricd of a fom?
piete system of  sclf-goverment,
permitling Porto Rico to fegisiate on
its tocal affalrs withoul restriction,
and td ’1‘1point or elect i the ‘Island
TS eﬁeéutivé officérs " | juat’ agti we
\gere; ‘a Staté vt ymtr feder;h Unlén

npis Un&er such system Portq Rlco
could adapt ltseif ag, far as possnb!e :

- to your institutions, each time making

stronger and.flrmer: the bonds uniting
it to your continent.. mmite 2linaw,

= ASYSTER® EUCH AB WE NOW
HAVE, fEMBODYIRG  THE! DOUBLE

. AGTHERITY! IN “PORTO  RICO - OF
TRTGOVERNMENT. DESIGNATED 1IN
WABHINGTON"AND A" GOVERN.

MENf ELECTEN IN THE 18LAND,
BRINGE ABOUT, HOWEVER AUTO:
NOMOUS sUCH 8Y&8TEM MAY PRE.
FEND" TO BE'SERIOUS CONFLICTS

'-br"z’NTEREs“f’é HHAY . WEAKEN:
THE

ééNT;éAE;ﬂ‘é’oE e SOUNT
TRy roWARDs A" FRANK TANY
DECIDED UNDERSTANDING ' HE!
TWEEN THIS PEOPLE AND THE
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES,

2% Porfo qmd_o;fgov’srmd; By cher-dwh



gons, ynder the, protection . of your
giorious fiag, may . become a mode! for
pthelr‘ peopies, wiuch,vllke ours, decide
to Ve with you, jn thé chigh mission
of making our Amerlca ~groater, and
defendlng its Hiberty, . .-

.. Qur peoplc, therc!ore, want their
lndepcndeﬂcgk Give It to.them undar
this formula ; B8, .80 experiment -which
conclllates,their interests-and yours,
or give it to them. as-wholly as you
gave It to Cuba. THERE S NO
OTHER: WAY,"

The ‘woid "*independence” is the
worr,i takeén b¥ our political enemies
‘as 8 pretext ko make us appear hostiic
to the Uhited Stateg and to iheir flag.
They know that the word, in its pro-
:per and natural meaniny, a3 It is used
by us; tan not'hBé bonsidered as a
hostilet'>opi aggressive ©sentiment
agalnst sanybody, much 1é3§ against
the : United - Btatés, fromiwhich: we
mustsbxpect sverything, “A%d in whase
handg oltr “Ioth#fag Heen placed. They
-know that under anyisystem of Amer-
ican Government;iz theret: can be no
formula ‘other thah independence or
self-determination”ih’ all such® matters
ras effeot:each péopleas a state or
‘natlonality, and:that under :any- of
‘said forms granted us we shall not be
-anything eies If we have here a truly
‘repubthian form of government than a
nationality that has surrentiered part
-of its soverelgnty. for purposes of its
(Forelgn- policy to'anathér people with
‘whém 1t rizeds to live and to whom it
‘ts bound by great and supreme Inter-
eBt&

sBefore these: high ang noble ldeas
‘ef:tha: frankost and imost open sestle-

'nati andsAmericani’spifit twhich: the

United: Gtatés ] themaelves.s maintaln
and proclaim. through . thelr - great
statemen, .there .15 .-raised here the
‘small. and selfish spirit.of the. parti
sang of an !ij disgw cd coiomal sy5-
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by the soversign will

tem, under pretext that they desire
and  pursue for a remote, indefinite
future, the solution of statehood for
our..island which. they know to he
impossible, and of which they know
that nohedy in Porto Rice or gutside
of Porto Rice thinks secricusly be-
cause of the .great and insupcrable
chstacies opposcd thereio, not only
of an ethnical nature, Hut alse of an
economic nature.

An their endeavor to bring about
the distike and antipathy of certain
Americans here and in the United
States, gur stubborn enemies subvert
the sense of ocur political piatform,
ang where we have written the word
“independence” they have crossed It
out ang inscrted the word “secession”
in plage thereof. This word rccalls
to ming the hlgody Civil War between
the North and the South with ali its
hatred and antagopism which were
ente incident thereto hut which have
now - disappeared from the American
mind ever since the glorious day they
were buried it oblivion and the indis-
soluble union of the states was FORE-
VER consecrated.

" The had falth of dur enemies has
prétentley and stil pretends to asso-
clatd "this case with ours under the
sephism that -being incorporated we
protend to disincorporate and carry
out secessionist propaganda or,ih
other words, propaganda of rebetlion

and hostHity. 7o

We have al_ready shown by abund-
ant arguments ang by citing well
known American  authorities, that
incorporation does net exist unjess a
peepie or_a territory is admitted by
the ather States into the federation.
i this is not the case. territeries are

‘merely dependencies that may ssoner

or later be admiited to statehcod If
they acguire the necessary condittonsg,
hut prior to this, they may be sold,
exchangsd or declared indgpendent
of Congress,



ziirWhat  our political enemies prac
“tically pursue s to:confusa theindbla
spirit of the.Unlonist: Party of Poito
Rico. and to discard Its benevoient
Influence, in order to create in Parta
Rico an absolutely ‘undsfined ¢olonlal
system of government where abuses
of an imposed: power may be feaslble
for their benefit, 2s"o-

© “The words-i=have’ purposeiy ca-
pltalized in reproducing my state.
ments t0 the Congressmen in 1919 are
now hrought into- prominence and
relief as If they - were the words of a
prophecy unfortunately. fulfilled,

- Our: party - knows that the only
remedy. for this evily for-the present
ang the future, lg to bring about as
soon ag.possibie aireform of our ays
tem acceording to our platform,:The
‘most radical, together with .the most
conservative; gupport the first selution
which establishes for the present the
first term- of the dilemma offered. in-
my exposition to the Congressmen and
I am certaln that If they come to.real’
‘ize and understand that the happiness
of ‘their country.will be thus secured,
they wiil store in thelr souls all other
more: radicai. solutions, since.:before
and above. everything they are. Porto
:Ricang. .and can sacrifice:such part. of
theip- patriotism as-may be necessary;’
Jn -the; full conviction: that no matter
swhat form. of. independence. we. think
ofy. our destiny, -our, iot, our_ interests
ang our safety are intimately bound
te the United States. of. America, and
that it ig our, duty to acccpt whatev
may be imposed upon. us hy ‘thé forée
of circumstances and our necassary
affinlty with the greéat peopie repres-
enting true t}emocracy, and true  H-

,To' take any_ other. stand whe i
Is hot in our power to adopt eRy soiuy\
tion, is unconSciousiy t6 play Inté our
enemies’ hands and to labor against
our own jdeals.

The truth of our
perfectiy cipar.

aontiments iz
Beacauss wa declars

nr

" jast.

‘our desires  and frankly . exprest
‘without reserve what we are willing
to accept nobly and honestly, whoe wiii
‘be bold enocugh to say that we pursue
& hypoceritical, fallacious and disloyal
policy? No. Qur policy la frani’ our
‘sentiments are the same as those of
‘all other men In thelr legitimate aspl-
rations for fiberty, though we fail not
to fix a2 Hmit to our rights, in view of
our nesd of living with others.
. The hest exponent of the psycho-
togicat situation, which makes us
think of the highest things and then
restrain  cur_ Impetuosity under the
weight of serious conslderations, wil
be found by recalling the words of
our Unforgettabte fellow-countryman
and republican icader, Dr, José Celso
.Barbosa, the most eminent.champion
.of his party, the most American. man
Porto Rico ever had as judged by his
-own_ friends in rendering him their
homage:: *“iF.. PORTO ‘RICO
WERE LIKE THE - PHILIPPINES T
WOULD NOT- BE.THAT -8IUE OF
“THE HOUSE=:{referring to’ the Unio-
nist majority in thé Seénate) THAT
WOULD GIVE ME LESSONS::IN
INDEPENDENTISM.Y .. - corprabtis
~There should be towards..us, as
itowards all.-small peoples;:.-a. great
:apirit of generosity:and- justice, ‘that
-gur souls may feel quiet and satisfied
‘and-aiso dlspésed tnwards generosity
sand justice. - At wtiinnelisge
ii 1 Thes work cannot:be:ours alone.
jf-must-be shared by the! North also

P

“tand it is from the North:that acts of

-justice must .come which, shall: make
our confidence and affection lasting.

On our part, we need not show the
-sincerity .of our attitude-on the basis of

“#léyalty and affection, because. we hava,
iialreadyf done so and i H-wird: necés.”

- bR

sary wa would do 80 agalni™ %

H wunt all those interestad in the
happiness of Porto Riso to hear me
witheut mantal ressrvation,
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l.et my worda enter honest hearts
gnd pure souls. Let them reach thas
mind of the United States and of the
world, and let the people who hold
firmly In their hands the gacred ban-
ner of their |deals and traditions,
without ceasing for this reason to

render the homags of their faith and
the tribute of their admiration to the
immotrtal banner which ls the source
of other flags and the great standard
of the fiberty of the worid, be judged
by and in virtue of them.
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